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Life Group Study Notes 

“Great Faith: When the Walls Came Tumbling Down” 
 Ps. Jim Laffoon - March 10, 2019 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• What is one achievement a loved one accomplished that you are proud of?

• What is one achievement you would especially like to accomplish in the future?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org
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Ancient Jericho was a formidable obstacle to Israel’s possession of the Promised Land. It was 
the best defended enemy city in the land. It was here that God directed Joshua and Israel to 
first attack the Canaanites. God had already spoken to Joshua and made clear the spiritual 
principles that were necessary for him and Israel to succeed.

Joshua 1:1-9 ESV After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses' assistant, "Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 
Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to 
Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all 
the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 
No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall 
cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong 
and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant 
commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good 
success wherever you go. This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in 
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." 
God’s charge to Joshua included the following spiritual principles for success, which also have 
relevance and applicability to us.

1. Mandate. We must discover God’s will for us as revealed by Scripture and the Holy Spirit.

2. Move. We must act upon God’s revealed will. As we do, further clarity will come to us.

3. Maximize. We must be strong and courageous by trusting God and relying upon him.

4. Meditate. We must reflect upon God’s word and speak in agreement with what God says.

5. Manage. We must overcome fear and dismay by staying close to God’s presence.

By following God’s charge and embracing these spiritual principles, Joshua led Israel to victory 
over Jericho, which made possible Israel’s subsequent possession of the land. If we will follow 
these same principles, we will also successfully fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points below, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• What do you believe is God’s will for your life for the coming years?


• What action are you taking to pursue God’s will for your life?


• How can you increase the spiritual nourishment you draw from God’s Word?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for the fact that he knows and loves us, and has a purpose for our lives.


• Ask God for further clarity regarding his will for us and the steps we should take to pursue it.


• Ask God for guidance in reading and studying his Word.
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